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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication^) filed on 20 March 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2bM This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) K Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) E3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) E3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)KI All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .M Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted is in compliance with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

The disclosure is objected to because it contains an embedded hyperlink and/or 
other form of browser-executable code. (Page 2, line 12 of the Specification). The 
hyperlink is objected to as being an improper incorporation by reference (see 37 CFR 
1.821-1.825). Applicant is required to delete the embedded hyperlink and/or other form 
of browser-executable code. See MPEP § 608.01. Appropriate correction is required. 

3. On page 26, line 21 , "referecne" is a typographical error and the word should 
read "reference". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1 -20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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Claims 1 and 1 1 recite the limitation "edition-number-related information". It is 
unclear to one of ordinary skill in the art, the exact limitations of this term (e.g. editions 
of the essay prompt, versions of the essay. . . ). The specification does not clarify this 
term beyond the claim language. The examiner assumes this term refers to any 
number-related information pertaining to the essay. Therefore, these claims are 
rejected as being indefinite. 

Claim Objections 

6. Claims 3, 5, 1 3 and 1 5 are objected to because of the following informalities: the 
claim limitations "XML", "XSL" and "HTML" should be initially defined. All 
acronyms/abbreviations must be defined upon first use. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1-2, 6-12 and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Blackboard, Inc, "Blackboard", Blackboard 5 Levels Two and Three 
Instructor Manual . 2000, <http://company.blackboard.com/Bb5/manuals/Bb5- 
LevelThree-lnstructor/Bb5-LevelTwoThree-lnstructor.pdf>. 

With respect to claim 1 , Blackboard discloses a method including: 
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providing at least one student's account with at least one subject-related 
information, which has been classified in a designated field and registered in a data 
base (Figure on page 14 (see below) depicts a student account with at least one 
subject-related information, which has been classified in a designated field; page 15, 
"User courses are listed by role: courses that a user teaches as an instructor and 
courses that a user takes as a student.", wherein "COURSE" is analogous to 
"DESIGNATED FIELD"; page 168, "Should the course Areas be viewable by those 
students who have enrolled in the course"). 




Boat 



Figure (page 14) 

providing at least one teacher's account with at least one student-prepared essay 
information with an edition-number-related information, which corresponds to said at 
least one subject-related information (Figure on page 26 (see below), wherein the user 
can be an instructor and wherein the subject-related information that the instructor is 
teaching is displayed; page 61, "Users can edit their account profile"; page 226, 
"Assessments may consist of multiple choice, true/false, matching, ordering, multiple 
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answers, and essay or short answer. Essay and short answer are not graded online."; 
Figure on page 246 (see below), wherein the number of the essay question is 
analogous to "EDITION-NUMBER-RELATED INFORMATION"). 
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Figure (page 26) 

making a registration of said at least one student-created essay information into 
said data base, in combination with a teacher-providing evaluation record information 
and a designated-field-related information (Figure on page 246 (see below) depicts 
registration of the student-created essay information; Figure on 284 (see below) depicts 
the evaluation record information, wherein "BOOK REPORT" is analogous to 
"DESIGNATED-FIELD-RELATED INFORMATION"; page 274, "The Online Gradebobk 
posts all student grades associated with assessments. The gradebook also 
accommodates scores for essay questions and grades for work"). 
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F/gure (page 246; 




Figure (page 284) 



Claim 2 is rejected for the reasons set forth hereinabove for claim 1 and 
furthermore Blackboard discloses a method wherein elements constituting said at least 
one student-prepared essay information are distinguishably registered in said data base 
(Figure on page 156 (see below), wherein, "DIGITAL DROP BOX" is analogous to 
"INFORMATION... REGISTERED IN SAID DATA BASE"); page 156, "The Digital 
Dropbox is a tool that instructor and students can use to exchange files.The dropbox 
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works by uploading a file from a disk or a computer to a central location. A participant 
can then download the file to work on it locally.") 



Figure (page 156) 

Claim 6 is rejected for the reasons set forth hereinabove for claim 1 and 
furthermore Blackboard discloses a method further including: displaying at least one 
editable bulletin board (Figure on page 140 (see below) depicts one editable bulletin 
board; page 136, "The Discussion Board is another communication tool that can be 
used to enhance a course Web site. This feature is similar to the chat, but is designed 
for asynchronous use, users are not present at the same time to converse on-line. For 
example email is asynchronous. An additional advantage of the discussion board is that 
student conversations are logged and organized. Conversations are grouped into * 
threads that contain a main posting and all related replies. The Discussion Board Forum 
page is the first page accessed when Discussion Board is clicked from the Instructor 
Control Panel.") 
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F/gure ("page 140) 

Claim 7 is rejected for the reasons set forth hereinabove for claim 6 and 
furthermore Blackboard discloses a method wherein said at least one editable bulletin 
board enables selection of any one of display and non-display of contents of said at 
least one editable bulletin board and also re-ordering in accordance with a category 
classification (Figure 140 (see above), wherein, topics organized into threads are 
analogous to category classification; page 140 discloses and editable bulletin board, 
wherein collapse and expand are analogous to display and non-display of contents; 
Figure on page 16 (see below) depicts re-ordering of discussion in accordance with a 
category classification); page 82, "An instructor may want to create the entire course 
ahead of time, and refrain from posting certain information until a later date.", wherein 
the visibility of a message, assignment or folder is analogous to "DISPLAY AND NON- 
DISPLAY OF CONTENTS"). 
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Figure (page 16) 

Claim 8 is rejected for the reasons set forth hereinabove for claim 7 and 
furthermore Blackboard discloses a method wherein said at least one editable bulletin 
board has a project entry function of entering a teacher-decided project from said at 
least one teacher's account, and an access setting function of setting an access to said 
account (Figure on page 246 depicts a project entry form; page 99, "Assignments lists 
the due date and description for class work. The instructor posts assignments and can 
modify the task and due date from the Assignments page."; page 254 discloses a 
password protect feature which can be used to restrict access to an account; Figure 99 
(see below) depicts a project entry form for various types of assignments from the 
teacher's account; Figure on page 212 (see below) depicts an access setting function). 
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F/gure (page 99) 
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Figure (page 212) 

Claim 9 is rejected for the reasons set forth hereinabove for claim 6 and 
furthermore Blackboard discloses a method wherein said at least one editable bulletin 
board enables a predetermined account to delete data, which have been written by a 
different account, from said at least one editable bulletin board (page 178 discloses the 
ability for the instructor to delete areas which have been written by different accounts, 
including the discussion board (written by the students; page 153 discloses the function 
of clearing the discussion board; page 137 discloses removing a forum by the 
instructor). 
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Claim 10 is rejected for the reasons set forth hereinabove for claim 6 and 
furthermore Blackboard discloses a method wherein said teacher-providing evaluation 
record information is distinguishably registered for each item in said data base (Figure 
on page 284 discloses a teacher provided evaluation record of the performance of the 
students for each item assigned; page 225, "The assessment option permits the 
instructor to assign point values to each question on exams or quizzes. Student 
answers are submitted for grading, and the results are recorded in the gradebook.", 
wherein the "GRADEBOOK" is analogous to "DATA BASE"). 

Claim 1 1 is rejected on grounds corresponding to reasons given above for claim 
1 , wherein, the "FIRST FUNCTION" is analogous to one "PROVIDING... STUDENT'S 
ACCOUNT', the "SECOND FUNCTION" is analogous to one 

"PROVIDING... TEACHER'S ACCOUNT" and the "THIRD FUNCTION" is analogous to 
"MAKING A REGISTRATION" and furthermore Blackboard discloses a system 
including: 

at least one web-server; at least one application server electrically-coupled to 
said at least one web-server; and at least one data base server electrically coupled to 
said at least one web-server and said at least one application server (page 18, "Each 
course offered by an institution is hosted on a Web site. Course Web sites contain all 
the content and tools required to teach a course. The instructor assigned to a course 
Web site oversees the course through the Instructor Control Panel. While the instructor 
has control over the course Web site, the administrator sets overrides that restrict or 
require content areas and tools", wherein Blackboard provides tools (e.g. e-mail and 
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Calender services) which are application servers electrically coupled to the data base 
server (e.g. Digital drop box and Gradebook); Figure on page 26 (see above)); 

wherein said at least one web-server is accessible to at least one teacher's 
terminal logged-in at a teacher's account and also to at least one student's terminal 
logged-in at a student's account (page 15 discloses roles of the user whom can access 
the web-server, including students and teachers; page 12 discloses access to the web- 
server; Figures on page 14 and 26 depict login to access the teacher's or student's 
account). 

Claim 12 is rejected on grounds corresponding to reasons given above for claim 

2. 

Claim 16 is rejected on grounds corresponding to reasons given above for claim 
6, wherein, the "FIFTH FUNCTION UNIT' is analogous to "DISPLAYING... BULLETIN 
BOARD". 

Claim 17 is rejected on grounds corresponding to reasons given above for claim 

7. 

Claim 18 is rejected on grounds corresponding to reasons given above for claim 
8, wherein, the "SIXTH FUNCTION UNIT' is analogous to "ENTERING... PROJECT' 
and the "SEVENTH FUNCTION UNIT' is analogous to "SETTING AN ACCESS..." 

Claim 19 is rejected on grounds corresponding to reasons given above for claim 

9. 

Claim 20 is rejected on grounds corresponding to reasons given above for claim 

10. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 0. Claims 3-5 and 1 3-1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Blackboard, Inc, "Blackboard", Blackboard 5 Levels Two and Three Instructor 
Manual . 2000, <http://company. blackboard.com/Bb5/manuals/Bb5-LevelThree- 
lnstructor/Bb5-LevelTwoThree-lnstructor.pdf> further in view of Coleman et al., 
"Coleman" (US Pat. Pub. 2006/0014129 A1). 

Claims 3-5 are rejected for the reasons set forth hereinabove for claim 1 and 
furthermore Blackboard discloses a method wherein said at least one student-prepared 
essay information is registered in said data base (page 156) 

However, Blackboard does not explicitly disclose a method wherein the 
information is registered in an XML format, convertible into an HTML format according 
to predetermined XSL data. 

Coleman discloses a system for processing and scoring essays in a data storage 
module on a web application server wherein information can be registered in an XML 
format, convertible into an HTML format according to predetermined XSL data (section 
[0016], "Scoring of Items can be performed manually, electronically ... for scoring 
essays and other types of open-ended questions."; section [01 11], "The output of the 
publishing computer is a self-contained report encoded in a markup language such as 
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XML. ... and placed inside the report repository in a markup language such as XML or 
HTML.", wherein, "REPORT" is analogous to "ESSAY"; section [01 12], "For the storage 
of the markup documents, for example, in the XML or HTML format,"; section [1 125], 
"but also could be stored using a XML-based database management product."; section 
[1 143], "the Print Display Operator uses a templating language familiar to those skilled 
in the art such as XSL (extensible Style Language)"; section [1 145], "the Print 
Converter Computer 244 uses a standard XSL transformation engine"; section [01 15], 
"To convert and serve the files in a human-friendly HTML format,"). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate a system and method of registration of information 
into XML format convertible into HTML format from predetermined XSL data as 
disclosed by Coleman into the method for registration formatting of the essay 
information submitted by the student as disclosed by Blackboard to provide flexible 
processing and display of Test Results and instructional materials so that the displays 
can be generated in multiple formats and media for various Users, according to the 
demands of the Client and this allows selective incorporation of external content into the 
Content Server 234. (sections [1027] and [0108]). One of ordinary skill in the art would 
be motivated to make the aforementioned combination with reasonable expectation of 
success. 

Claims 13-15 are rejected on grounds corresponding to reasons given above for 
claims 3-5 wherein, the "FOURTH FUNCTION UNIT" is analogous to 
"CONVERTING...". 
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Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Pellegrino et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,149,441) discloses a computer-based 
educational system; 

Rosen (U.S. Pat. No. 6,198,904 B1) discloses an editor facility which provides 
generalized learning strategies and recommendations useful in the analysis of text and 
the preparation of a written report; 

Spragins (U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0023642 A1 ) discloses versions of corrections 
between student and teacher; and 

Layng et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,523,007 B2) discloses a teaching method and 
system. 



Contact Information 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aileen Chyn whose telephone number is 571-272-7176. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Monica Carter can be reached on (571 ) 272-4475. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/680,001 



Page 16 



Art Unit: 3715 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



March 23, 2006 
AC. 
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